A 15-year-old girl presented for evaluation of a 4-year history of right hearing impairment. Otoscopic examination of the right ear showed an intact eardrum with two pieces of brownish debris behind it (fi gure). Pure-tone audiometry revealed a right-sided conductive hearing loss with a 46.7-dB air-bone gap.
At presentation, otoscopy shows the two pieces of cholesteatoma debris (asterisks) behind an intact tympanic membrane.
Congenital middle ear cholesteatoma

OTOSCOPIC CLINIC
From the Department of Otolaryngology-Head and Neck Surgery, Mackay Memorial Hospital, Taipei, Taiwan.
Min-Tsan Shu, MD; Hung-Ching Lin, MD; Cheng-Chien Yang, MD; Yu-Chun Chen, MD A 15-year-old girl presented for evaluation of a 4-year history of right hearing impairment. Otoscopic examination of the right ear showed an intact eardrum with two pieces of brownish debris behind it (fi gure). Pure-tone audiometry revealed a right-sided conductive hearing loss with a 46.7-dB air-bone gap.
Intraoperatively, we found a congenital middle ear cholesteatoma with a ruptured capsule located at the epitympanum. Th e debris was attached to the tympanic membrane. We also noted destruction of the long process of the incus and the anterior crus of the stapes. Aft er removal of the cholesteatoma, an ossiculoplasty with incus interposition was performed. Postoperatively, the patient's hearing improved, as the air-bone gap closed to 10 dB.
Th e clinical presentation of a congenital cholesteatoma typically features a pearly mass medial to an intact tympanic membrane. Th e pars fl accida and pars tensa are oft en normal. Th e patient may not have a history of otorrhea, drum perforation, or otologic procedure such as myringotomy or grommet insertion. Based on surgical fi ndings, these cholesteatomas are classifi ed as either open or closed. 1, 2 Most congenital middle ear cholesteatomas are of the closed type-that is, their capsules are intact. Oft en the otologist will see a round white mass behind the intact tympanic membrane. 1, 3 In rare cases of ruptured cholesteatoma, debris is scattered in the middle ear cavity and attached to the tympanic membrane, as occurred in our patient. Congenital middle ear cholesteatoma must be diff erentiated from tympanosclerosis, which features a white sclerotic plaque on the tympanic membrane.
